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Council Investigation Officer Inspection and Recommendation Report 

Clause 17(2), Part 8 of Schedule 5, of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 
(the Act) 

 

File: CSM 3229840                     Officer: G. Scotton       Date: 24 September 2024 

 

Premises: 200-218 Goulburn Street, Surry Hills     

 

Executive Summary: 

Council received correspondence from the Commissioner of Fire and Rescue NSW (FRNSW) on 
10 September 2024 in relation to the premises with respect to matters of fire safety. 

The premises consist of a sixteen-storey building, used primarily for fourteen levels of residential 
apartments. The entrance level to Riley Street includes access to the foyers to the upper-level 
residential apartments, and to a café. The building also includes three levels of vehicle parking 
accessed via Goulburn Street, and offices.  

An inspection of the premises undertaken by a Council investigation officer in the presence of the 
strata manager, revealed there were no significant fire safety issues occurring within the building. 

The premises are equipped with numerous fire safety systems, both active and passive, that would 

provide adequate provision for fire safety for occupants in the event of a fire. The annual fire safety 

certification is current, and the most recent fire safety statement is on display within the lobby. 

 

The subject premises is fitted with external combustible cladding. The City’s cladding compliance 

team have issued a Fire Safety Order requiring cladding removal and replacement. Appropriate 

precautionary interim fire safety measures are currently in place to assist in safeguarding 

occupants whilst cladding removal and replacement works are carried out by the NSW 

Government project remediate scheme, including: 

 

1. Management procedure plans and/or temporary building rules to prevent/manage hot works 

in certain areas (on balconies/ground level/high risk areas) to mitigate risks during the 

cladding investigation and construction phase 

2. Remove storage (waste/plant and equipment/combustible goods and the like) material from 

critical potential fire start areas 

3. Ask residents to use extreme caution when using barbeques on balcony areas 

4. Ensure all fire exits are kept clear and unobstructed at all times 

5. Smoking materials are to be vigilantly extinguished and disposed of  

6. Ensure any containment netting used in screening or scaffolding is industry compliant 

7. Ensure emergency fire fighter site access is properly managed and is kept clear and 

accessible at all times. 

Council investigations have revealed that the overall fire safety systems provided within the subject 
premises are considered adequate in the circumstances.  
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Chronology:  

Date Event 

10/09/2024 FRNSW correspondence dated 10 September 2024 received regarding the 
premises known as Alta, in relation to Project Remediate cladding issues and a 
related FRNSW inspection 

13/09/2024 A review of City records showed the fire safety schedule for the premises contains 
twenty- nine fire safety measures, including an automatic fire detection system, 
automatic fire suppression/sprinkler system, building occupant warning system, 
emergency warning and intercommunication system, fire engineering reports, and 
other fire safety measures typical for a high-rise building. 

20/09/2024 Inspection of premises in company with the strata manager, with the details 
summarised in the issues table below 

 

FIRE AND RESCUE NSW REPORT: 

Fire and Rescue NSW conducted an inspection of the subject premises in relation to high-risk 
combustible cladding on this residential apartment building under the Project Remediate Program. 

Issues  

The report from FRNSW detailed the following issues: 

Issue City response 

1. Fire indicator pane faults/isolations  Inspection revealed fault/isolation restricted 
to a tenancy fit out only, as subsequently 
confirmed by the fire safety practitioner . 

2. Emergency evacuation system faults Fire contractor  advised faults subsequently 
cleared, inspection revealed no system faults. 

3. Hydrant pumproom key not 003 key type 
compatible 

Inspection revealed pumproom key not 003 
key type compatible, strata managing agent 
has confirmed  work order approved to 
replace lock with 003 compatible key.  

Strata manager provided evidence of an 
arrangement in place for FRNSW to access 
the building for fire-fighting purposes. 
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COUNCIL INVESTIGATION OFFICER RECOMMENDATIONS: 

 

Issue 
Order 
(NOI) 

Issue 
emergency 
Order 

Issue a 
compliance 
letter of 
instruction 

Cited 
Matters 
rectified 

Continue to 
undertake 
compliance action in 
response to issued 
Council 
correspondence 

Continue with 

compliance 

actions under 

the current 

Council Order 

 

Other  
(to 
specify) 

 

 

Inspections undertaken by a Council investigation officer in company with the manager of the 
premises revealed that the above recommendations of FRNSW have been adequately complied 
with.  

It is recommended that Council not exercise its powers to give a fire safety order at this time. 

That the Commissioner of FRNSW be advised of Council’s actions and determination. 
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